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A letter from 
Superintendent 
Tonia Thompson 
Dear Binghamton Families, 

It’s hard to believe we have surpassed the mid-point of the school 
year. I’m hopeful that spring weather is right around the corner! 

As a district, we continue striving to place an emphasis on increasing 
academic rigor. Teachers, administrators and support staff are heavily focused on challenging 
our students to achieve their maximum potential, working every day to help them achieve 
their goals. Our collective effortsare being realized in student performance and achievements. 

In this edition of BToday, you will learn how a unique collaboration between two classrooms 
at Binghamton High School is providing an enriched learning environment for pre-K 
students, as well as BHS students in the Early Childhood Growth & Development course. 
Working with some of the district’s youngest students provides our high school students 
with fantastic field experience in the areas of early childhood education and psychology. 
It’s also a wonderful example of how the district is creating career paths. The students 
involved in this collaboration are learning lessons together, and building relationships. 

You will read about the remarkable progress that’s taking place at Benjamin Franklin 
Elementary School. The Franklin faculty and staff have been tireless in their multi-faceted 
efforts to foster academic growth, test scores, student attendance and beyond. Their hard 
work is being realized in data from the New York State Department of Education. We 
outlined ambitious academic goals, and the entire Franklin school community has risen to 
the occasion. I’m truly in awe of their continued efforts and commitment to our children. 

You will see that the district’s PACT (Parents and Children Together) program recently 
received a Blue Ribbon Designation from the Parents as Teachers National Center, Inc. 
Since 1986, this award-winning program has been providing support and education to 
families with children from conception to kindergarten. My first job as an administrator 
was to oversee this program, and it was one of the most important roles I ever served. 
Our parent educators are allies throughout those critical early years, working alongside 
to empower parents with knowledge and resources to prepare their children for a stronger 
start in life and greater success in school. 

I firmly believe that parents are a child’s first and most important teachers. It is parents that 
shape a child’s life before, and long after, formal schooling. I could never have imagined 
a few weeks ago as I wrote this message, how parent engagement would become even 
more critical with the onset of a pandemic. 

The district’s Office of Communications works to highlight the wonderful things our 
students are doing, inside and outside of school. If you catch your child doing something 
at or around home that you are proud of, please share a photo and brief description with 
us at PR@Binghamtonschools.org. 

I know there are more wonderful accomplishments and celebrations ahead of us this school 
year, and I look forward to them all. 
With Patriot Pride, 

Dr. Tonia Thompson 
Superintendent of Schools 
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Meet BCSD’s newest administrators 
Tamar Brown 
BHS Assistant Principal 

Tamar Brown has been 
named the new Assistant 
Principal at Binghamton High 
School. Brown has worked 
in education for more than a 
decade. Immediately after 
graduating college at Brandeis 
University, she accepted a 

teaching position at a high school in Brooklyn. She is currently 
a doctoral candidate at Fordham University and expects to 
graduate this summer.  During her time in education she’s held 
a variety of positions, including being a research assistant and 
CUNY adjunct instructor. 

Brown said she was attracted to the position at BHS because the 
Binghamton City School District offers so many programs to 
support students’ emotional, social and academic development. 

“As one of the most diverse school districts in the nation, I 
knew that my experience at BHS would be filled with new 
and exciting challenges and opportunities that would stretch 
my leadership capacity,” Brown said. “Both the district and 
high school demonstrate a strong commitment to meeting the 
diverse needs of their students and families.” 

She was also excited to learn that BHS offers the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma program. 

“As an IB Diploma recipient, I wanted to pay it forward by 
offering guidance and support to historically underrepresented 
students who are toiling to complete the challenging IB 
curriculum, and who may not have someone at home to coach 
them through the experience.” 

Brown works primarily with the ninth-grade students at the 
high school and said they have been wonderful. 

“The tremendous amount of support and respect that I continue 
to receive from the BHS family has helped to make getting 
acclimated to the new school community easier,” Brown said. 

Kristy Sloma 
Assistant Principal, 
Roosevelt Elementary, 
Calvin Coolidge 
Kristy Sloma, who has been 
teaching full time at Roosevelt 
Elementary since 2012, has 
been promoted to Assistant 
Principal. In her new position, 
Sloma will be splitting her time 

between Roosevelt and Coolidge. She said she chose educational 
leadership because it gives her the opportunity to positively 
impact children beyond her classroom. Sloma is an alumna of 
SUNY Cortland and Binghamton University. 

Jacqueline Scallan 
English and ENL Department 
Chair 
Jacqueline Scallan has been 
working for approximately 30 
years in education. She has 
been with the Binghamton City 
School district for 16 years, but 
her educational career started 
much earlier. She trained as a 

teacher in Ireland, where she grew up and she later taught 
classes at the University College of Cork. She did her graduate 
work at the University of Maryland, Syracuse University and 
Binghamton University. During her time in the district she has 
taught both Earth Science and IB Environmental Systems and 
Societies at the high school.  She has also been a curriculum 
specialist and collaborative coach at the high school. Scallan 
said she is excited about her new position and looks forward 
to working with the teachers who are helping our students 
become great readers and writers. 

E D U C A+ T E 
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Dario Vazquez takes reigns as Coolidge principal 
The new year began with a new 
principal for Calvin Coolidge 
Elementary! A Binghamton 
High School graduate who has 
worked in the Binghamton City 
School District for more than 
twelve years, Dario Vazquez is 
a proud Patriot. 

Mr. Vazquez, who attended 
SUNY  Delhi and SUNY  
Cortland, began his career as 

a fifth grade teacher at Roosevelt Elementary. He served as 
principal for Summer Middle School Academy and most 
recently, he served as an Assistant Principal at Binghamton 
High School, where he had the privilege of working with 
ninth graders. 

Because his own teachers inspired his career in education, 
Mr. Vazquez believes strong relationships are key to student 
success. That mentality is something he largely attributes to 
his first grade teacher, Laurie Holly, who was an influence in 
his life long after he moved on from her classroom. 

“I was very into sports, and throughout my life, she was 
frequently at my basketball and football games,” Vazquez said. 
“As an educator, I often try to marry what I learned from her.” 

Before the start of each school day, Mr. Vazquez can be found 

greeting children as they enter the building. Mr. Vazquez is eager 
to do what it takes to motivate his students. To motivate a student 
that was struggling to arrive at school on time, Mr. Vazquez 
promised to perform a headstand on a classroom desk, if the 
student made sure not to be late. As you can see in the photos, 
both Mr. Vazquez and the student followed through. 

Congratulations, Principal Vazquez! We’re fortunate to have you 
leading Coolidge Elementary. 

Graduation rate on the rise in BCSD 
The Binghamton City School District continues to make 

steady progress in improving its graduation rates. While 
the latest data reflects a 74 percent four-year graduation 
rate at Binghamton High School, it is important to note that 
the graduation rate for continuously enrolled students is 94 
percent. This demonstrates that students who spend all four 
years at Binghamton High School are more likely to achieve, 
and ultimately graduate. The graduation rate is up five percent 
from last year. 

“The dedication and diligence of our faculty and staff is 
realized in the continual improvement of our graduation 
rates,” said Superintendent of Schools Tonia Thompson. “As 
superintendent of schools, it is a proud moment to see our 
students moving toward personal and academic success.” 

Currently, the New York State Board of Regents announced 

state’s high school graduation measures and reaffirm what it means 
to obtain a diploma in New York State. The board is conducting 
a review of research and practices in other states and is hosting 
regional workshops to gather feedback from across the state. 

“We want to make sure our students are engaged in school and 
prepared for the 21st century and that means asking ourselves 
how we can best provide avenues for students to demonstrate 
they’re ready to graduate with a meaningful diploma,” Interim 
Commissioner Shannon Tahoe said. “With more opportunities 
for students to focus on what interests them, they will be more 
engaged in school and better positioned in life.” 

The commission will continue to meet and gather input throughout 
2020 and the final report of findings will be presented to the Board 
of Regents for consideration in winter 2021. 
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B H S  s e n i o r  t o  p l a y  l a c r o s s e  a t  M o u n t  S t .  M a r y ’s  
Standout student athlete Quinn Diehl will take 
his talents to Mount St. Mary’s College. Quinn 
signed his letter of intent to play lacrosse at the 
Division I college on Friday, Dec. 20. 

Diehl also plays soccer and basketball at BHS, 
but has a special passion for lacrosse. He said 
he felt right at home during his college visit, and 
he’s looking forward to becoming a Mountaineer.  

“The location is great and the coaches are great,” 
Diehl said. “I went down there and it felt like a 
family. It was a great fit academically... everything  
about it seemed right.” 

Diehl said he’s grateful for all the opportunities 
Binghamton High School provided for him. He’s 
considering majoring in music or art at Mount 
St. Mary’s. We wish him the best of luck! 

BHS golfer commits to play at Le Moyne 
On Friday, Jan. 3, surrounded by family and 
friends, Binghamton High School senior Justin 
Fiato signed a Letter of Intent to play golf at Le 
Moyne College. 

Fiato, who also plays hockey and lacrosse, is the 
first Binghamton High School golfer to sign a 
letter of intent to golf at the collegiate level. His 
love for the sport grew over the years, playing 
golf with his dad. Fiato said he chose Division 
II Le Moyne, in part, for its close proximity to 
Binghamton. 

With his parents, siblings, and grandfather by 
his side, Fiato thanked his family, friends and 
coaches for their support. He paid a special 
tribute to his late coach, Jorie Ftorek, who Fiato 
said will be with him “every time he steps on 
the course.” 

Fiato plans to study business and sports 
marketing at Le Moyne. 

E M P  W E R  
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Students Try Their 
Hands at Trades 
During 
BOCES CTE 
Visit 

CHALLENG E 

In January, fifth-grade  students from across Broome  
County visited BOCES for a Career and Technical Education  
(CTE) Day. This allowed students a hands-on opportunity 
to learn  about different careers and see what educational 
opportunities were available to them. The students learned 
about cosmetology, carpentry, auto-body repair, heavy- 
vehicle repair, animal science, graphic design, video  
production, culinary arts and more. It was an amazing 
opportunity for our students to identify careers that appeal 
to them at an early age. 



Longtime friends Jennifer Butts and Michelle Zaverton have 
 
 

 

     

 

 

 

 

Bonds formed, lessons learned through BHS Child Development course 

vastly different teaching roles at Binghamton High School -
Butts is a family and consumer science teacher, and Zaverton 
teaches pre-K. Together, the two teachers have facilitated 
a unique collaboration of classrooms that’s enhancing the 
educational experience for all students involved. 

One to two times per week, students in Butts’ Early 
Childhood Growth & Development course head next door to 
Zaverton’s pre-K class, giving them an opportunity to gain 
field experience working with young children. The course 
allows students to become familiar with lesson planning, 
early childhood psychology and gives them the chance to 
work closely with the pre-K students. 

“If a high school student is interested in pursuing a career 
in education, this is a great place to start. I also have several 
students thatwant to go into themedicalfield, or psychology,” 
Butts said. “All of these career paths require you to interact 
with people, and working with the pre-K students teaches 
them to be empathetic, patient and compassionate.” 

“We teach the older students how to use positive redirection, 
which is very important when working with toddlers. For 
example, rather than telling a child to stop running, we want 
to remind them to use their walking feet,” Zaverton said. 
“We want the pre-K students to consistently hear the same 
language they hear from their teachers.” 

For the little ones, Zaverton said, learning through play with 
their ‘big kid’ is the highlight of their week. 

“For pre-K, one of the main focuses is social and emotional 
development. Having the big kids come over and work 
with them really helps them bond and foster relationships,” 
Zaverton said. “Both classes really look forward to it.” 
Butts said the interaction also benefits the social skills of 
the older students. Colby Brink, a junior who is hoping to 
go into the healthcare field, spoke fondly of his time with 
his ‘little kid’, Major. 

“He’s very bright and artistic. He’s very good with his 
dexterity and very advanced. We’re pretty close,” Brink said. 
“The learning enhancement this course provides is great. The 
younger kids get something out of it; we get something out 
of it. It’s a win-win on both sides.” 

The course is available to students in grades 10-12. 

“Working with the pre-K students teaches them 

to be empathetic, patient and compassionate.” 

-Jennifer Butts 
E D U C A T E + 
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BHS senior named 2020 nominee for the 2020 

Congratulations to Paige Drumm who was named a nominee for 
the 2020 Presidential Scholar Program. Drumm is one of 20 seniors 
chosen in New York state for this prestigious award. The White 
HouseCommission on Presidential Scholars 
selects honored scholars annually based on 
their academic success, artistic excellence, 
essays, school evaluations and transcripts, 
as well as evidence of community service, 
leadership, and demonstrated commitment 
to high ideals. 

“These students have shown excellence in 
their academics as well as their artistic and 
technical endeavors,” Board of Regents 
Chancellor, Betty A. Rosa said. “As well-
rounded students, they serve as role models 
for all young people. I commend these 
nominees who will represent New York 
State during the national selection process.” 

Application for the program is by invitation 
only, therefore, students may not apply 
individually to the program, nor may 
their schools nominate them. Drumm was recommended 
for nomination by Assemblywoman Donna Lupardo. 

“I am proud to have recommended Paige Drumm from Binghamton 
High School for the prestigious Presidential Scholars program,” 
Lupardo said. “Paige is most deserving of this honor ranking 
in the top 10 in her class, while also balancing a number of 

I

extracurricular activities and holding down a job. Her hard work 
and dedication will undoubtedly lead to success in the future and 
I congratulate her on this nomination.” 

Drumm said the application process was 
stressful, but that she had help from her 
guidance counselor Glenn Whittington and 
her parents. 

“I feel very thankful to be nominated for this 
award,” she said. “Out of a pool of students, 
 am incredibly excited and thankful to 

be nominated for such a high quality and 
competitive scholarship.” 

Drumm plans on attending Rochester Institute 
of Technology whereshe will study mechanical 
engineering. 

Students chosen as U.S. Presidential Scholars 
will receive a trip to Washington, D.C. 
in June and will receive a medallion at a 
ceremony sponsored by the White House. 
During their visit to Washington, scholars 

will meet important national and international figures, including 
government officials, educators, authors, musiciansand scientists. 
The program was established in 1964, by executive order of the 
President, to recognize and honor some of our Nation’s most 
distinguished graduating high school seniors. For over 55 years, 
this unique federal program has honored more than 7,500 U.S. 
Presidential Scholars, who have demonstrated leadership and 
contribution to school and community. 

J a n u a r y  E L A  R e g e n t s  e x a m  s u c c e s s  
This January, all BHS 11th grade students took the NYS ELA Regents Exam. Typically, students take this exam in June. The 
ELA exam is designed to assess what a student has learned from grade 9 through 11.  

This change provided opportunity for additional success for all students. With this change, teachers are able to provide more 
targeted intervention to students needing support in preparing to master the exam.  Students can then take the exam again in 
June, if needed. ELA Director Jennifer Dove said, “The January exam gives teachers specific data to inform their instruction 
during the second half of the year, in the event the student wishes or must take the exam again in June.” Earlier testing also 
lightens the number of Regents Exams that 11th grade students face in June. 

When the students took the exam in June 2019, 70 percent of students passed. This January, when students took the exam, 74 
percent passed. The district is hoping to see more students successfully passing the NYS ELA Regents Exam in June 2020 
with the additional academic support provided to students. 
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2020 Census: Everyone counts 

 

On April 1, the federal government began a process that occurs 
every 10 years: counting (or attempting to count) every person 
living in the U.S. The 2020 census is critical to public school 
funding and will determine how billions of federal and state 
education dollars are distributed. 

This is especially important within Binghamton, because 
these funding formulas rely heavily on population and 
poverty levels. The Binghamton City School District relies 
on government funding to provide free lunches for all of our 
students. 

Census data impacts programs that improve the health 
and well-being of children, which bolsters their ability to 
learn. This includes funding for the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP), Program for Women, Infants 
and Children, Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program. 

Census data also affects public education indirectly by 
determining how many seats each state has in the U.S. House 
of Representatives. In 2020, a mere 0.6 percent undercount 
could cost New York two more seats. 

BCSD school board member Korin Kirk attended the 2020 
census conference in Albany in January. Kirk said if our 
population is not properly counted in the census, the district 
will not get the funding it needs. 

“It’s so important that everyone is counted,” she said. “It really 
funds important programs, like the school lunch program, WIC 

to be ready to learn in schools.” 

Kirk said there may be fear in the community around the 
government collecting data, but she said no one should be 
worried. 

“No one will be penalized and the information that is collected 
will not be shared with local agencies or ICE,” she said, 
referring to U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. 

This year, every household will have the option of responding 
to the census either by mail, online or by phone. Letters will 
start to go out the week of March 12-20, with additional 
mailings and reminders being sent through April 27. 

Raising up local families  
is life’s work for alumna   
Sharon Chesna 

Binghamton City School 
District alumna Sharon 
Chesna has made it her life’s 
work to give back to families 
in the community that built
her. 

Chesna, a 1972 graduate 
of Binghamton North High 
School, is the executive 
director of Binghamton-

based non-profit, Mothers & Babies Perinatal Network. The 
organization’s mission is to improve pregnancy and birth 
outcomes, and to support the health and development of all 
individuals and families. 

“It’s an absolute honor to have served as the founding director 
of this organization for the past 27 years,” Chesna said. 
“Watching the organization grow has been incredible.” 

Chesna’s outstanding work and leadership has been widely 
recognized throughout the community. In November, Chesna 
was the recipient of the Greater Binghamton Chamber of 
Commerce’s 2019 Non-Profit Executive Leadership Award. 
The Chamber chose to recognize Chesna for her dedication 
toward growing the organization, which annually serves over 
12,000 individuals throughout eight counties. 

and other programs that ensure there is a baseline for our kids 

Chesna said she grew up loving and valuing the Binghamton 
community, and remembers her time in Binghamton schools 
fondly. She was a cheerleader, and also involved in a variety 
of clubs and activities. For her, one of the highlights was 
building meaningful and lasting relationships with individual 
teachers who she said “truly cared”. 

When it was time to consider where to send her own children 
to school, Binghamton came out on top. 

“We specifically considered where we wanted to raise our 
two boys, and in which school district. I strongly felt that the 
Binghamton City School District offered the most opportunity 
for my kids,” Chesna said. “There were so many positives. I 
think the size and diversity of the district is really important; 
that’s real life, and that’s what I wanted for my kids.” 

Chesna is also an alumna of Binghamton University, where 
she earned her Master’s and Bachelor’s degrees. 
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New science kits allow 
hands-on engagement 
Full Option Science System is a research-based science 
curriculum for grades K-8 developed at the Lawrence Hall 
of Science, University of California, Berkeley.  This year, 
students in third and fifth grades at BCSD have been learning 
science by doing science with FOSS kits. Teachers and 
students do science together when they participate in the 
hands-on-curriculum. Students learn about physical science, 
earth science, life science and scientific reasoning and 
technology. In FOSS, students don’t just read about scientific 
concepts, they actively investigate them, taking on the roles 
of scientists and engineers. FOSS teaches our students not to 
just remember answers to questions, but to ask the questions, 
analyze and interpret data, and solve problems. 

Jennifer Slavetskas, a third-grade teacher at Roosevelt, has 
been using the FOSS kits in her classroom and said her 
students love the engaging curriculum. 

“The FOSS curriculum has been an exciting opportunity to 
give our students an engaging, hands-on learning experience,” 
she said. “Our science class consists of a diverse range of 
learners, including English Language Learners and students 
with special needs and we have noticed across the board that 
students are finding great success.” 

Slavetskas and fellow third-grade teacher Julia Fiato have 
combined their classes for these lessons and like that the 
curriculum has many opportunities for lesson extensions. 

“Our kids like reading the textbook, participating in the virtual 
investigations, and at-home experiments,” Fiato said. “We’ve 
noticed that students are carrying over the skills learning in 
science to ELA and math.” 

E D U C A T E + 

“The FOSS curriculum 
has been an exciting 

opportunity to give our 
students an engaging, 

hands-on learning 
experience.” 

-Jennifer Slavetskas 
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these new resources. 

New tools support 
on-time attendance in 
BCSD 
The Binghamton City School District has implemented new 
tools to support on-time attendance for our students. Getting 
to school safely and promptly is important for all students. For 
students that are bused, the district has launched a new app 
that tracks our school buses in real time. Parents can now view 
the location and direction of their child’s bus on a map using 
an app called FirstView. Firstview, which can be downloaded 
on smart phones or mobile tablets, is designed to provide 
parents with a better guideline for bus location and estimated 
time of arrival. Students should still be at their assigned bus 
stop ten minutes prior to the estimated or scheduled arrival 
time. Parents can also set up push or email notifications to 
alert them when the school bus is a chosen distance or number 
of minutes away from their stop. The app is also available 
in multiple languages. The FirstView app is available to 
download, and more information about how to set up your 
account will be mailed home to the parents of busers and 
available on the website. 

For students that walk to school, the district has worked with 
the Binghamton Police Department Traffic Division to identify 
walking routes to schools based on the placement of traffic 
lights, crossing guards and crosswalks. Ultimately, it is your 
decision as a parent to choose the route you believe is the 
safest and most appropriate way for your child to get to school 
and to assure that your child takes this route. 

We encourage parents to be active in teaching your child the 
importance of traffic safety. We hope these suggested walking 
routes give you the information you need to guide your 
decision when helping your child chose a route to and from 
school. A map of the entire district is available on our website, 
but each elementary and middle school website contains a 
map specific to that school. We ask that you review these 
routes with your child so that they are aware of the safest 
route to school, and know the importance of traffic lights, 
crosswalks and our crossing guards. 

Good attendance is an integral part of student success. We’re 
confident both our busers and our walkers will benefit from 

ENL teacher named 
TESOL Member of the 
Month 

Congratulations to Ben Franklin ENL 
teacher, Brigitte Pittarelli who was 
named the New York State Teachers 
of English to Speakers of Other 
Languages, Member of the Month for 
January. Each month NYS TESOL 
selects an educator who demonstrates 
a commitment to the field. 

Pittarelli is a 26-year veteran in the 
field of education, with most of her 

educational experience and background as a second language 
educator in the public-school system at the elementary level. 
Her philosophy is a belief that all learners, regardless of level 
or ability, can achieve academic success. This should include 
the incorporation of support, a positive mindset approach, 
and a supportive, welcoming environment. 

She said she was inspired to go into ENL through her own 
experience as a second language learner. Pittarelli, a child 
of immigrants from Italy, watched her family struggle to 
learn the language. 

“Being chosen as a New York State TESOL member of the 
month is an honor that I hold close to my heart,” she said. 

Each of the winners isentered into a raffle for a complimentary 
registration to the NYS TESOL Annual Conference. 
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BCSD PACT program receives national  
recognition as a blue ribbon aff i l iate  
The Binghamton City School District Parents and Children 
Together Program has earned a prestigious endorsement from 
the Parents as Teachers National Center, Inc., (PATNC) as a 
Blue Ribbon Affiliate, making it one of the top-performing 
home visiting affiliates within the PATNC’s international 
network. The official designation was made on Oct. 1, 2019. 

Being named a Blue Ribbon Affiliate affirms that our BCSD 
PACT Program is a high-quality member of the home visiting 
field, implementing the evidence-based Parents as Teachers 
model with fidelity.  Families in the Binghamton community 
are positively impacted by the services delivered by this 
program. 

The program includes: 

• Home visits 

• Group connections 

• Child screenings 

• Connections to community resources 

It equips parents with knowledge and resources to prepare 
their children for a stronger start in life and greater success in 
school. 

“To earn the Blue Ribbon Affiliate status, we underwent a 
rigorous self-study and review process from the National 
Center. The process confirms that we are meeting Parents as 
Teachers’ standards of fidelity and quality,” said Mary Ellen 
Lollie, PACT Program Manager. “Blue Ribbon Affiliates are 
exemplary programs, delivering highest quality services to 
children and families.” 

Parents as Teachers’ rigorous endorsement process 
demonstrates an affiliate’s accountability and credibility to 
the community, its funders, elected officials and the partner 
organizations with which they work. 

About PACT Program 

• Parents And Children Together is an award-winning program 
that provides support and education for families with children 
from conception to kindergarten as a Parents As Teachers 
(PAT’s) affiliate. 

• It has been a part of Binghamton Schools since 1986. 

• PACT is offered at no cost to every family living within the 
City of Binghamton. 

• PACT provides home visits by highly trained certified parent 
educators weekly, biweekly or monthly. 

• Parent educators share child development knowledge that is 
designed to stimulate a child’s development and growth. 

• They provide guidance and periodic screenings for each 
child, and offer information on community agencies, programs 
and services that can benefit families and children. 

• PACT also holds group meetings and special family events. 

CHALLENG E 
16 



 

17 
CHALLENG E 

Students at Roosevelt Elementary School got the chance to 
build, code and play with a robot named Vernie during their 
after-school program, RootED.  RootED is a offered through 
Cornell Cooperative Extension and takes place in all seven 
of our elementary schools and both middle schools. Students 
in grades 2-5 worked in teams to build and program a Lego 
Boost Robot. Once a week, Cornell Cooperative Extension 
RootED Educators come into each of the schools and deliver 
STEAM/ agriculture and math lessons that are RootED in 
education and fun. 

RootED program brings 
STEAM activities to 
afterschool program 



shows that these efforts have been realized by improvements 

receivership, the worst 

been to stay stagnant, 

Franklin Elementary making major strides in academic performance  
Just one year after Benjamin Franklin Elementary was 
placed in receivership under New York State Department 
of Education (NYSED) standards, the school has made 
tremendous and demonstratable academic progress. Data 

specifically related to reducing achievement gaps among 
students, chronic absenteeism, teacher turnover, and 
improving test scores. 

“When we got 
the news about 

thing we could have 
done would have 

and to keep doing 
what we were doing 
and hoping it would 

work,” Principal Kyle Skinner said. “We relooked at what 
we had in place, and where we really felt we needed to go 
academically.” 

As required by the federal Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA), school accountability determinations are made 
based on indicators such as student achievement and growth 
on state measures, reduction in achievement gaps among 
specific groups of students, and student attendance. According 
to NYSED data, Franklin has earned a demonstratable 
improvement index of 86 percent, based on the eight areas 
where the school met the progress target. 

At Franklin, one crucial change has been a strong emphasis 
on co-teaching. In the past, children were moved in and out of 
classrooms for extra help and support. Now, students receive 
academic intervention services in their usual classroom, where 
a math interventionist, reading or special education teacher 
will work in conjunction with the classroom teacher. Skinner 
said the co-teaching model has been a more efficient use of 
instruction time, resulting in better managed classrooms, 
connective collaboration between teachers, and minimizing 
disruptions for students. 

Skinner said student performance data, along with weekly 
student math and ELA progress checks, have become critically 
important tools that guide instruction. 

“We’re turning to data to learn what our students can do, 
rather than what they can’t do. That’s the starting point for 
everything,” Skinner said. “Once we know what the student 
can do, we determine what the next step is, and how we’re 
going to facilitate that growth.” 

Reflecting on the school’s academic progress, largely made 
possible by a dedicated faculty and staff, Skinner said he could 
not be a prouder principal. 

“The teachers here are just relentless, for every student, every 
day, no matter what,” Skinner said. “It’s the coolest thing 
to see as an administrator and as a leader, to see everybody 
buy in – from the support staff, to the cafeteria staff, to the 
teaching staff. Everybody is 100 percent all in for the kids, all 
the time.” 

Skinner and Binghamton City School District superintendent, 
Dr. Tonia Thompson, have plans beyond moving Franklin out 
of receivership status and into good standing. Their ultimate 
goal is to once again earn Franklin Elementary a national Blue 
Ribbon School designation. 
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District Art Show 
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Connected 
Now more than ever, it’s 
important to stay in contact
with your child’s school. 

• Download the BCSD app 

• Visit www.binghamtonschools.org often 

• Call your building to be sure your 
contact information is up to date 

District website: www.binghamtonschools.org  Email: info@binghamtonschools.org 




